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GOVT URGES DEEPER COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

New benchmark label to promote green business
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SINGAPORE — In line with promuoting
sustainubility in businesses here, the
Singapore Business Federation (SBF)
has vome up with a new benchmark
lubel to recognise and encourage com-
panies that incorporate such praclices
as part of their culture and strategy.

Coined the Singapore Sustainabili-
tv Label, the new benchmark provides
an additional platform (e organisa-
tions Lo measure their business prac-
tices om sustainability, said the SBEF
yesterday as it launched the label at
ils annual Singapore Sustainability
Awards (S5A).

The laubel will also benefil compu-
nies looking to venture into interna-
tional markets with siriet regulatory
stundards, as il will enable the busi-
nesses Lo differentinle themselves
and stand out in the region, said Min-

o LOCALECO-FRIENDLY COMPANY WITH AN INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE

It was the first attempt by this thought-out sustainability planand ~  said Mr Lee. "Using Singapere as
landscape building, construction stood out with their exceptional the base, we wanted to produce
and enviranmental engineering business strategy implemantation. goods that are eupmalﬂe and have
company to contest the award. Call  They also demonstrated a strong aglobal demand ... Hence the need
it beginner's luck, but this green commitment to sustainable busi- fer our goods to be top guality and
company won the top honour —the  ness practices through their value environmentally friendly,” he said.
best accreditation possible —atthe  proposition, with sustainability The company is not resting
Singapore Sustainability Awards, incorporated across four areas — an their laurels and have bigger
helgdby the Singapore Business people, processes, products and dreams to be even more eco-friend-
Federation {SBF) last night. planet.” said SBF. ly. Elmich ships goods to customers
“We are proud to have won the Elmich develops products trom  in their respective countries, but is
award, thisis a validation of our recycled materials. Founded in alsc considening mowing operations
effarts to being a green cempany,” 1985, the company is headguar- closer to them, Mr Lee said.
said Mr Alan Lee, executive chair- tered in Singapore but has branches “We are looking to bring our
manof Elmich Pte Litd. The com- in Australia, Germarry, Malaysia, goods closer to customers located
pany was the sole recipient of the Switzerland, the United Statesand ~ inthe European Union and the US.
top honour tithe under the apartner network coveringsixcon-  This will be mare economical
Technology Awards Small & tinents in more than 27 countries. also help reduce our carbon foot-
iadium Enterprise categary. “¥We are a Singapore company print made by exporting of goods
“Elmich presented a well with an international presence,” tc overseas, he said. AMGELA TENG

ister for the Environment and Watler
Resources Masagos Zulkiili, who was
guest of honour of the event.

Al the SBF SEA awards vere-
mony, 10 private and public sector
arganisations were recognised for
Lheir commitment Lo sustainable
business practices. The winners were
lunded for their pro-environment
operations and performance man-
agement systems, corporate sovial
responsibility, innovation and preen
technology implementation. The SBF
represents 21500 companies, as well
as some local and [oreipn business
chambers,

At the event, Minister Masa-
gas also touched on the Sustaina-
ble Development Programme (STTY)
under the Singapore Cooperation
Programme, an initiative announeed
by the then Minister [or the Environ-
ment and Water Resonrees, Vivian
Balakrishnan, at the United Nations
20530 Agenda summit last month,

The SDI, which will serve Lo of-
fer leadership training and work with
UN bodies on development plans and
provide sulutions for the developing
world, needs participation from all
stakeholders, said Minister Masaguos.

“These programmes require deep-
ercommitment and purtnerships with
allstakeholders — povernment, inter-
national organisations, infernational
finuneial institutions, the privale sec-
tor and civil society. We look forward
Lo guiding Singapore’s development
following the 2080 Agenda with our
fellow nations.

*Today, with rapid urbanisation
and globalisation worldwide, it is
imporiant forthe Singapore business
community o leverage available plat-
forms [or green growth opportunities
o Through the conceried efforts of
our community, there is much poten-
tial for Singapore to become aleading
buh for sustainable ... practices and
innovative green business solutions.”




